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PREFACE

Some introduction is needed for the reader so that maximum benefit can be
gained from this book. This is a book of family history, blography, and genealogy.
Regrettably, it is more of a research book than a novel, and will often be like
reading the biblical books of Chronicles, and at times it will be as boring as
reading a telephone book. Nevertheless, I have included 99% of the information I
have on the various families represented. The book is primarily concerned with
Solomon David and Mintie (HANKINS) SULLINS, their ancestors and descendants.

Since SULLINS is a rather uncommon name, I have recorded nearly everything I could
find about anyone with the name in order to make the information availeble to many
others.

Several asbbreviations are used throughout the book. Most are commonly
accepted forms. Names of states have been abbrevisted to the two letter system
currently used by the postal service. Married is often abbreviated m. or m( ).
Born has been abbreviated b. when needed; death is d. Cemetery is cem. In old
records deceased was often abbreviated dec. Months are abbreviated with the first
three letters, except June which is spelled out to prevent confusion with Jan.

The term “no issue™ means that the couple in question did not have children. The
abbreviation c. stands for ecirca, which means “about”™ when referring to a date.

My numbering system for descendants may be confusing at first, but I have
found that it is the simplest to follow. Turn to page 43 and note that Solomon
David SULLINS is listed after "4/10." This means he is the fourth generation from
the earliest given in this book. The first generation was his great-grandfather
Josiah SULLINS., The "10" means that Solomon was the tenth child born in his fam=
ily. Also notice that after the name is recorded in parenthesis the date and
place of birth, then the date and place of death, and the place of burial, when
all these things are known. After this comes the date and place of marriage and
to whom they married. Below this will be recorded their children, grandchildren,
etc., with each following generation indented more thanm the previous one in an
outline style.

I wanted this book to be complete but realized that the book would never bs
written if I waited till I had all the information I wanted. Genealogy is endless.
I have taken extreme care to be accurate. I would be a fool, however, if I claimed
that this book is without error. I have surely made some mistakes in copying
records and alsoc made typographical errors. I encoursge pesople to write and let me
know about mistakes. I also welcome any new information that was not ineluded in
this book. I will continue to collect data on these families. Perhaps someday a
book ean be written which will inelude almost every SULLINS in the United States.

Many have asked how and why I do genealogical research. This book exists only
as a result of spending hundreds of dollars and thousands of hours in research and
compiling. Our expense includes trips to Raleigh, North Carolina, and Nashville,
Tennessee. We have also made several trips to Newport, Arkansas. It is impossible
to explain here how to research a family line, things I have learned mainly through

experience. Hopefully, one can get ar insight into some of the methods and
available records by reading between the lines in this book. A4n important charac=~

teristie needed that may not be apparent is Patience.



Regarding the reason for recording family history, I consider it a hobby. I
do it because I enjoy it. It is an excellent way to learn and appreciate more
about American history. I suggest that a text on American history be consulted
while reading this book. This will add enjoyment for the resader, noting the
effects that history had on the lives of our ancestors,

Genealogy and medicine go together quite nicely in the field of genetics.
Genetics is the study of inheritance. We inherit our physical features and bio-
chemical makeup through genes from our parents. Fifty percent of our genetic
makeup comes from each parent. Statistically, 25% of our genes comes from each
grandparent, and half of that, 12.5%, from each great-grandparent. Since we each
have 16 great-great-grandparents, about 1/16th or 64% of our genstic structure
comes from each of our great-great-grandparents, whether male or female. We share
about 25% of our genses in common with an aunt or uncle. That means about 12.5% is
shared with our first cousins. Using the same principle of dividing by two sach
generation, we can determine the percentage of genes shared between two people no
matter how distantly related.

Genealogy is pertinent even for someone adopted who does not know his real
parents. The family tree of the stepparents is important because of what I will
call "envirommental inheritance.” One’s physical appearance comes from the
genetic parents and their ancestry. However, one's personality and attitudes come
primarily from the environment in which one has been brought up. Environmental
inheritance has been passed down from generation to generation just as genetic
inheritance has. Who knows how many beliefs you have that are identical to the
beliefs of your ancestors?

There is a brotherhood of all mankind and genealogy shows us that we are a&ll
somehow related to one another. Of course, we all have the common ancestors of
Noah and his wife. However, we also have common ancestors since that time. The
number of ancestors we have doubles with each generation into the past. If we
ealculate the number of ancestors we had in 1000 A.D. {about 30 generations ago),
we find that we each had about one billion ancestors living at that time. This
ecannot mean one billion different ancestors, because the world's population did
not reach the one billion mark until 1830, Therefore, we must assume that some=
where down the line our ancestors married their distant cousins. We must con-
clude that if our ancestors were all related to each other, the same must be true
of all of us.

May 1979

Michasel S. Cole
7410 Oxford Place

e
Harrison;—AR—7266% Fort Smith, AR 72903
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Chapter 1

- SULLINS -
AN AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL FAMILY

The SULLINS family has now been in America for over two centuries. The
earliest evidence comes from Halifax County, Virginia, where John SULLINS served
as witness to the marriage of Micajah WATKINS and Mary BOYD on 12 Dec 1764,
Record is available of five adult SULLINS men living before the American Revolu-
tion, all in Halifax County, Virginia., Apparently, the majority of SULLINS and
SULLENS families in the United States today have descended from one of these five
mens Richard, William, John, Nathan, Josiah.

Thers are spelling variations with any surname and SULLINS is no exception.
Sometimes it was written "SULLINS" in a document and "SULLENS" in another part of
the same document. For an example of this see the will of Josiah SULLINS in
chapter VIII. Also, occasionally records are found without the “s" at the end of
the name.

SULLINS is such a rare name that it has been difficult to find its country
of origin. Most researchers agree that the first SULLINSes of this continent
immigrated from the British Isles. Records have not been found in Britain prior
to the Revolution that could tie with this clan, though such information probably
exists since it has not been adequately searched. There was a Sir Robert Adding-
ton SULLINS, a Lieutenant General in the British Army, who received in 1918 the
Knight Commander Order of the British Empire. So there are likely SULLINSes in
Great Britain even today.

In his book, Recollections of An Old Man -- Seventy Years in Dixie, 1827 -
1897, printed in 1910 by King Printing Company in Bristol, Tennessee, David
SULLINS wrote the following on pages 14 and 15.

My ancestors were Scotch=Irish. I remember while yet a boy to have
heard my father tell that somewhere about 1750 his father and two
brothers, came from "the old country” to America. These brothers were
Scotch-Irish, and all unmarried., They separated after they arrived in
this country. One stopped in Pennsylvania, and married there; one
went to North Carolina, married, and located near Guilford Courthouse;
the third came to Virginia, married a Miss MAYS in Halifax County, and
settled on Dan River.

One must keep in mind that not all information in print is reliable, partice~
ularly when the above was written some 150 years after the facts. The story of
"three brothers” coming to the New World is so common among Americen families that
it is unlikely to be accurate here, especially when there were five SULLINS men
in Colonial Virginia. Another problem with the above is that no record can be
found of SULLINS in early Pennsylvania. It 1s probably trus that they were
Scotch~Irish, which means they were of Scottish descent, but living in Ireland.
Notice that he was correct about Halifax County.

Though David SULLINS was not too certain about 1750, surely it is safe to
say here that our SULLINS ancestors came to this land by crossing the Atlantic by
ship in the mid-eighteenth century. To suggest why they came would be total
spesculation. But there is no doubt what they found when they arrived here. It

* Earlier evidenced was found in Goochland Co., Virginia, Deed Book 4, p. 464; recorded 11 Nov 1744:
Richard SULLINS, Orlando HUGHES, William ASHLOCK, and Robert DUGLAS signed as witnesses of 150
acres sold by Benjamin DUMAS to John SAMMON on 3 November 1744.



was truly a "new"” world, teeming with opportunity and offering freedoms that
could be found no where else on earth, There was an abundance of land available
to anyone willing to work hard enough to acquire it. It is no wonder that the
American men had a different outlook on life than their British counterparts,
This and many other factors influenced our nation to desire separation from its
mother Great Britain. As everyone knows, this led to the Revolutionary War for
American independence. The convictions of our ancestors can indeed serve as a
lesson for us today, reminding us of our responsibility to freedom.

Before proceeding with the histories of the five SULLINS men previously men-
tioned, the SULLINS marriages in Halifax County, Virginia, recorded between 1753
and 1800, should be presented.

Nathan SULLINS m(4 Oct 1785) Mrs. Elizabeth FARMER
William ASHIOCK m (7 Nov 1785) Sarah SULLINS,
daughter of Nathan SULLINS;
John SULLINS signed as surety
John SULLINS m(31 Dec 1786) Francis EDWARDS
Henry FARMER m(3 Aug 1790) Mary SULLINS;
Nathan SULLINS signed as surety

Richard SULLINS

Essentially nothing is known about Richard SULLINS sxcept what can be learned
from the inventory of his estate which is contained later in chapter VIII. Of
course the inventory was not made until after his death, which occcurred prior to
May 1771 in Halifax County, Virginia. His entire estate was worth only a little
over 29 pounds. He did have a Bible among his possessions, suggesting that reli-
glon played an important role in the lives of these early American SULLINSes.

It is not unusual that the estate account does not mention his relatives.

There is a possibility that this was the father of John, Nathan, and Josiah
SULLINS, though there is no evidence to support this.

William SULLINS

There is no evidence suggesting how William was related to the other four
SULLINS men of Colonial America. It seems that neither Jdohn, Nathan, nor Josiah
named a son William.

The earliest record of William can be found in Halifax County, Virginia, in
Deed Book 8, p. 257, dated 19 Sep 177i1. Here it is recorded that George DEARDIN
and Willdam' SULLINS jointly conveyed 471 acres to David HUTCHINSON. No record
has been found stating how William became a joint owner of the land.

During the Revolutionary War, William served from King William County as a
private in the Virginia Continental Line., For his service he was granted 200
acres in Kentucky on 30 June 1784, Also, the Virginia Military District of Ohio,
in Land Warrant #3959, granted William 200 acres on 12 Aug 1785. The warrant men-
tions Wm. REYNOLDS, assignee of Edward VALENTINE, assignee of John SULLINS, heir
at law, The significance of these men is not understood.

* "William" was a transcription error in a source used to write this book. The 1771 record in
Halifax County was actually for "Nathan" SULLINS.



In 1820 King William County, Virginia, can be found a John SULLINS who was
born before 1775. This could be the son of William. -Fhis—may be—the—dohn—whe—
married—TFrancts EDWARDS4m1786—4mHaltifaxCountys Note that this is a different
John than the one following.

John SULLENS

Two books have been written about John SULLENS* and descendants. The first
book was Among My Pioneer Ancestors, by Anna B. SARTORI of St. Louis, Missouri.
It was published in 1942, with a second edition in 1950. The first 52 pages of
this book pertain to the SULLENS family. Mrs. SARTORI gave an extensive history
of each child of John SULLENS with the exception of his son Peter. In 1974 Maude
(SULLENS) HOFFMAN printed a 7?1 page book entitled Peter SULLENS and Mary CARSON
and Two Hundred Years of Descendants. This is the same Peter which Anna B.
SARTORI had little information. Since these books will not be available to most
who read this SULLINS - HANKINS book, some of the information relative to John
SULLENS will be taken from these books along with other original data researched
by this author.

As previously mentioned, the earliest record found about John SULLENS comes
from a marriage in 1764, John was named executor and mentioned as a brother in
the 1773 will of Josiah SULLINS, the ancestor of Solomon David SULLINS. From
historical records of Virginia one finds that during the Revolution, John SULLENS
was in the Virginia militia. In 1777 he was paid for balance due for wagon hire
on Cherokee Expedition.

Records trom 1782 Halifax County, Virginia, show that there were 10 people
in the household of John SULLENS, He also owned 2 slaves. The 1785 list does
not contain John. Apparently sometime in late 1782 or—eariy—1783, he moved to
Rutherford County, North Carolina.

The first land record for John SULLENS in Rutherford County is contained in
Deed Book C, patent #375. Here it can be found that on 1 Oct 1783 he paid 50
shillings for every 100 acres granted, His land was described as:

300 acres lying & being in Rutherford on the Hog pen Branch of Second
Broad River Beginning at a Maple by a Branch Running thence N. 75, E.
39 poles to a Red Oak & Hickory. By the head of A Branch thence S. 15,
E. 260 poles to a pine then S. 40, E, 140 poles to a pine then S. 15,
E. 140 poles to a pine then N. 30, W. 50 poles to a red Oak Corner of
his own land then N. 88, W. 325 poles to a stake then N, 2, W. 38 poles
to the Beginning.

John SULLENS appears several times in the Rutherford County, North Caroline,
Minutes Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Jan 1783 - Apr 1785, usually as a
Juror.

Some additional deeds recorded in Rutherford County before 1795 are listed
below.

John SULLINS paid 75 shillings for 150 acres on waters of Hog pen Branch,

*In this section the name will be spelled SULLENS, consistent with the
spelling of his descendants today.






